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The Wheatland-Chili Central 
School community is 

committed to academic 
excellence which empowers all 

individuals to become 
motivated learners and 

challenges them to excel as 
citizens in a global society.



 Inclusion jeopardizes the education of “other 
students.

 Segregating students disabilities has been 
effective.

 Students with disabilities can be declassified.

 Special education is being phased out due to 
inclusion.

 All students need to be educated in the least 
restrictive environment.
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 School accommodations and Individual 
Education Plans give students with learning 
disabilities an unfair advantage. 

 Special Education is only for kids with severe 
physical disabilities and intellectual 
disabilities.

 Kids in special education have to ride the 
“special” bus. 

 Kids in special education can’t participate in 
the same activities as other kids.

 Supporting a student with a disability is a 
collaborative effort.
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 BACKGROUND
 WHAT I KNOW
 WHAT I WANT TO KNOW
 WHAT I’VE LEARNED
 NEW QUESTIONS I HAVE
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 SECTION 504

 IDEA

 NCLB

 ADA

 NYS Part 200 Regulations
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/lawsregs/part200.htm



 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil 
rights law designed to eliminate discrimination on the 
basis of disability in any program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.

 Section 504 guarantees certain rights to individuals 
with disabilities, including the right to full participation 
and access to a free and appropriate public 
education (FAPE) to all children regardless of the 
nature or severity of the disability. Specifically, 34 
C.F.R.§104 states: 

◦ "No otherwise qualified individual with a disability in the 
United States... shall, solely by reason of her or his 
disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance."
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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a 

United States federal law that governs how states and public 

agencies provide early intervention, special education, and 

related services to children with disabilities. It addresses the 

educational needs of children with disabilities from birth to age 

21.

In defining the purpose of special education, IDEA 2004 

clarifies Congress’ intended outcome for each child with a 

disability: 

students must be provided a Free Appropriate Public 

Education (FAPE) that prepares them for further 

education, employment and independent living.



 §300.101 A free appropriate public education must be available 

to all children residing in the State between the ages of 3 and 

21, inclusive, including children with disabilities who have been 

suspended or expelled from school. Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 2004

 §300.114 LRE requirements

… to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, 

including children in public or private institutions or other care 

facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled, and 

special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children 

with disabilities from the regular education environment occurs only 

when the nature or severity of the disability of a child is such that 

education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids 

and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. 
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 The purpose of this act is to ensure that all children have a 

fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality 

education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on 

challenging State academic achievement standards and state 

academic assessments…

 …holding schools, local educational agencies, and States 

accountable for improving the academic achievement of all 

students,…
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 ADA is a law that was enacted by the U.S. Congress in 

1990. It was signed into law on July 26, 1990, by 

President George H. W. Bush, and later amended with 

changes effective January 1, 2009.

 The ADA is a wide-ranging civil rights law that prohibits, 

under certain circumstances, discrimination based on 

disability. 

 It affords similar protections against discrimination to 

Americans with disabilities as the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, which made discrimination based on race, 

religion, sex, national origin, and other characteristics 

illegal. 

13



14

State Regulations relating to students with 
disabilities
New York’s special education laws. These laws fully 
take into account the Federal Law and also offer 
more State specific rules and regulations.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/lawsregs/part
200.htm 



 Indicator 1:  Graduation Rates

 Indicator 2:  Drop-Out Rates

 Indicator 3:  Statewide Assessments

 Indicator 4:  Suspension/Expulsion

 Indicator 5:  Least Restrictive Environment – School Age

 Indicator 6:  Least Restrictive Environment – Preschool

 Indicator 7:  Preschool Outcomes

 Indicator 8:  Parental Involvement

 Indicator 9:  Disproportionality in Special Education by Race/Ethnicity

 Indicator 10: Disproportionality in Classification/Placement by 
Race/Ethnicity

 Indicator 11: Child Find

 Indicator 12: Early Childhood Transition

 Indicator 13: Secondary Transition

 Indicator 14: Post School Outcomes

 Indicator 15: Identifies and Corrects Noncompliance
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 There are 13 specific primary terms included in IDEA 

under the lead definition of “child with a disability." 

These federal terms and definitions guide how States 

define disability and who is eligible for a free 

appropriate public education under special education 

law.

 In order to fully meet the definition (and eligibility for 

special education and related services) as a “child with 

a disability,” a child’s educational performance must be 

adversely affected due to the disability.
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“Adversely affects educational performance” appears in most 

of the disability definitions. This does not mean, however, that a 

child has to be failing in school to receive special education and 

related services.

According to IDEA, states must make a free appropriate public 

education available to “any individual child with a disability who 

needs special education and related services, even if the child has 

not failed or been retained in a course or grade, and is advancing 

from grade to grade.” [§300.101(c)(1)]
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 Autism

 Deafness

 Deaf-Blindness

 Emotional Disturbance

 Hearing Impairments

 Learning Disability

 Intellectual Disability

 Orthopedic Impairments

 Other Health Impairments

 Multiple Disabilities

 Speech or Language Impairments

 Traumatic Brain Injury

 Visual Impairments (Includes Blind)
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The IEP is the Cornerstone of the 
Special Education Process

Identifies how the 

student will be prepared 

for adult living

Identifies how the resources of the 

school need to be configured to 

support the student’s needs

Guides the provision of 

instruction designed to 

meet a student’s needs

Supports participation in the 

general education curriculum 

and learning standards

IEP

The IEP is a strategic planning document that should be far reaching in its impact. 

An IEP identifies a student’s unique needs and how a school will strategically address those needs. 
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Ensures a strategic and 

coordinated approach to 

address a student’s needs

Provides an 

accountability tool



Individualized Education Program 
(IEP)

• Federal law:  IDEA - Section 614(d)(1)(A)(i)

“In general - The term ‘individualized 
education program’ or ‘IEP’ means a written 
statement for each child with a disability that is 
developed, reviewed, and revised in accordance 
with this section and that includes…”

• NYS regulations: Section 200.4(d)(2) 

“If a student has been determined to be eligible 
for special education services, the Committee 
shall develop an IEP. …”



Sections of the IEP

• 1) Present  Level  Of  Performance

• 2)  Measurable Post Secondary Goals and Transition 
Needs

• 3)  Annual Goals, Objectives / Benchmarks (if needed)

• 4)  Reporting progress to parents

• 5)  Programs and Services-Modifications and Supports

• 6) 12 month Services (if needed)

• 7) Testing Accommodations

• 8)  Coordinated Set of Transition Activities

• 9)  Participation in State Assessments, and with Students       
without Disabilities

• 10) Special Transportation

• 11) Placement
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• Blueprint for Improved Outcomes for Students with 
Disabilities

– Underlying Beliefs

– 7 Core Principles

– Next Steps for NYSED

– Next Steps for Districts

• Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

– New York State is 49th in providing services in the 
Least Restrictive Environment

– Board of Regents has voted to continue to look at 
developing policy around LRE





LRE
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 Specially Designed Instruction
200.6(a)(1)

◦ Students with disabilities shall be provided special 
education in the least restrictive environment, as 
defined in section 200.1(cc) of this Part.  To enable 
students with disabilities to be educated with 
nondisabled students to the maximum extent 
appropriate, specially designed instruction and 
supplementary services may be provided in the 
regular class, including, as appropriate, providing 
related services, resource room programs and 
special class programs within the general education 

classroom.
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 Specially-designed instruction means 
adapting, as appropriate to the needs of 
an eligible student under this Part, the 
content, methodology, or delivery of 
instruction to address the unique needs 
that result from the student's disability; 
and to ensure access of the student to the 
general curriculum, so that he or she can 
meet the educational standards that apply 
to all students.
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 "Inclusion involves all kinds of practices that are ultimately 
practices of good teaching. What good teachers do is to 
think thoughtfully about children and develop ways to 
reach all children. 
"Ultimately good teaching is a relationship between two 
people; teachers get good results because they enter into 
that relationship. Inclusion is providing more options for 
children as ways to learn. It’s structuring schools as 
community where all children can learn. But there’s no 
recipe for becoming an inclusive teacher or an inclusive 
school. It’s not a mechanized format." -- Dr. Chris Kliewer, 
Associate Professor of Special Education, University of 
Northern Iowa, (taught second grade in an inclusive school 
in Syracuse, NY, for four years).
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 Students with disabilities have the opportunity for:

experiencing full citizenship in school and

the community

 forming a wide circle of friends

experiencing academic challenges

enjoying the satisfaction of achievements

 learning to rely more on friends than teachers

 taking new risks

 finding they can master activities they may not have 
tried in special ed classes
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Students without disabilities have the opportunity for:
 realizing that each person has gifts, talents and 

challenges
 learning to move beyond their stereotypes of people 

with disabilities
 developing a better understanding of citizenship for all 

people
 appreciating the similarities and differences among all 

people
 working on the sense of their own shortcomings
 increasing their level of comfort around all people
 serving as role models
 solving real life challenges by finding creative 

approaches to problems faced by students with 
disabilities
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 Questions  ?

 Thank you for your continual 
support for all students


